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by him. When the Peshwaship itself became hereditary, it was
not to be wondered at that every other office became hereditary
also. But as natural capacity and virtues are not hereditary en-
dowments, the office soon came to be filled up by incapable per-
sons, and brought on sooner or later the expected disaster. Four
generations of Peshwas retained power by natural right, but the
other officers had not even this claim to urge for the continuance
of ojfice in their families. New men rose from the ranks to the
topmost positions, but there was no room for them in the general
Councils of the Empire. Nana Fadnavis, for instance, from being
a Fadnavis, aspired to be Prime Minister. Mahadaji Shinde, from
being a Sardar of secondary importance, became the most power-
ful military commander of his time. There was no room for both
of them and the like of them in the central Council, and each
tried to supplant the other by force or craft, and each dragged
the other down. More frequently still, the great military com-
manders became kings in their own territory, and made peace or
war at their own will. This danger might have been, to a great
extent, obviated, if the system of government by a Council, with
the necessary enlargements dictated by altered circumstances, had
been continued, and the hereditary principle not allowed to take
such deep root, as it did in the course of two generations from
Shivaji's death.
The greatest departure, however, was in the abandonment of
the principle of not giving extensive territories as Jahagir to those
who could conquer them by the strength of their military powers.
To some extent this departure was forced upon the Government
of Shahu by the events that had preceded his accession to power.
The whole country of Maharashtra had been conquered by the
Moghuls after Sambhaji's death, and Sambhaji's brother, Raja-
ram and his Councillors had been driven far to the south. The
whole work had to be commenced again, and the new leaders
who came to power had to be allowed much their own way. No
fault therefore can be laid at the door of Rajaram*s advisers, and
the stress and adverse circumstances continued to be in consi-
derable strength in the early years of Shahu. When, however,
Shahu's Government was established in Maharashtra, and plans
of extending the Empire in all directions were entertained, the
temptation of present convenience was not so strong, and might
have been resisted. It was just at this time that the mistake was
committed of allowing every soldier of fortune to carve out his
own Jahagir. Pilaji and Damaji Gaikwad settled themselves as
sovereigns of Gujarat. The Bhonsles of Nagpur becaine supreme
in those parts, while Shinde and Holfcar and the Pavars establish-